LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
Forms: The Hindu scriptures have brought Brahma
through these Names and Forms to the door of every
human being, however poor in spiritual knowledge and
devotion he may be. Religion is for all, and not for a few
'cultured and elevated minds. Religion has to make every
man cognisant of the Divine Presence in all apparently
finite beings of the universe and conscious of the essential
unity of himself with all. As a suitable preparation for
'this realisation, it emphasises the special self-revelation of
the Divine in particular persons, in particular localities, in
particular images, in particular forms of ceremonies, and
so on. The purpose is that the mind should be trained to
realise the Infinite in the finite, the Eternal in the
transitory, the Spiritual in the material, the One in the
many, the supreme Ideal of the human heart in the actual
r facts of mundane experience. All Tirthas (holy seats of the
I Divine), all temples, all images, all forms of worship, all
^ religious practices have got this purpose immanent in them,
I and it is with this end in view that the Divine Mercy has
I presented them to men suffering from spiritual blindness
| in this world. When the purpose is served, when the all-
| pervading presence of the Lord is truly realised, they do
€ not lose their special sanctity or spiritual importance, but
are looked upon as special seats of Divine self-revelation
and enjoyed as special sources of inspiration and delight.
The Master considered it an act of cruelty to the millions
of ordinary men and women in the world to shake their
faith in Tirthas and images and popular rituals, from which
they obtained so much solace and hope in the midst of
the diverse troubles and anxieties in their worldly life and
which helped them so immensely in disciplining their moral
and spiritual life and advancing towards the realisation
of the Supreme Good.
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